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Donald J. Tyson, the president and CEO of Springdale-based Tyson Foods
during its rise to the top of the food business, died Thursday morning after a
battle with cancer.

Washington County Coroner Roger Morris said Tyson, 80, was pronounced
dead at 4:20 a.m. at his residence.

Tyson's passing marked the end of a life dedicated to growing the family

business and using its financial success to help his community and state,
friends and colleagues said Thursday morning as word of Tyson's death

spread.

"Don was known by all to work hard, but also to play hard," Tyson President
and Chief Executive Officer Donnie Smith said in a statement. "He was
famous the world over for his 'No Bad Days' outlook on life, and well known
for telling everyone that 'l don't have time to have a bad time.' Don's passing
will be mourned by all who knew him, especially his family, his countless
friends, and business leaders and associates in Arkansas, across the country
and around the world."

Tyson, son of the company founder and father of its current chairman, studied
business and agriculture at the University of Arkansas before leaving his



schoolwork in 1952 to join the family business. He was awarded an honorary
doctorate from UA last year.

yson spoke proudly of his father's humble business beginnings, recounting in
speeches and to reporters over the years how John Tyson "came to town in
1932 with 11 cents and a half a load of hay" and started to build a company
that would swell into an industry giant.

Tyson advanced up the leadership ranks quickly, becoming the president of
Tyson's Foods in 1966 and then its chairman and chief executive a year later
when his father and stepmother died in a train accident in Springdale.

The company, which became Tyson Foods in 1972, grew to become the
world's largest poultry producer with Tyson leading it through a series of large
acquisitions, including Val-Mac and Lane Poultry.

Growing Tyson Foods into the worldwide food player it became was a chief
goal for Tyson, who in a 1988 letter to stockholders said he wanted "the Tyson
brand to be synonymous with chicken, the same was Kleenex is synonymous
with paper tissue."

In 1989, he orchestrated the purchase of rival Holly Farms for more than $1.4
billion, more than doubling the size of Tyson Foods. Acquiring the Memphis-
based farm had been a goal of Tyson's for more than 20 years, he told The
Associated Press in 1989. In 19

He likened the acquisition process to a favorite pastime - fishing - in a 1991
story in the Arkansas Gazette.

"Well, acquisitions are just like fishing - you have a lot of hooks in the water
and you keep them out there all the time and you never know which one is



going to bite," Tyson told columnist John Barnes. "And then you reel them in
and sometimes you turn the fish loose, and then every once in a while, like
Holly Farms, you try to get (it) into the boat."

Tyson earned numerous awards for his business success, including a 2000
induction into the Arkansas Business Hall of Fame, and led Tyson as it
surpassed $1 billion in sales for the first time in 1985. Tyson became one of
Arkansas' highest paid business leaders and accrued a net worth estimated
by Forbes in 2007 at $1 billion.

The National Chicken Council on Thursday called Tyson "a titan of the modern
chicken industry."

"He was a pioneer in moving beyond commodity chicken to value-added
products and in the development of new products and international markets,"
the group said in a statement. "Don Tyson was a key figure in transforming the
industry into the powerhouse it is today. Not only his family and his company
have suffered a loss, but the entire industry as well."

But even though his business was so devoted to chicken - the head of
Kentucky Fried Chicken once called Tyson "the No. 1 chicken man in
America" - his life was colored by other pursuits as well.

Tyson was a founder of the Billfish Foundation, which works to conserve the
worldwide population of billfish, and was a member and supporter of the
International Game Fish Association. And he was active in politics, traveling to
the Soviet Union with Sen. David Pryor in 1987, leading a farmers' group in
support of Jimmy Carter in 1980 and publicly supporting Walter Mondale for
president in 1984.



He defended his political activity, telling the Associated Press in 1985 that he
had been a Democrat since his time at UA. Tyson was also one of the original
members of the Arkansas Business Council, a group of wealthy and influential
business leaders formed in 1987. The group, which also included Sam Walton
and J.B. Hunt, pushed for improvements to the state's education system.

"| feel if you're in business, you've got to get active in the system, cause the
system's been good to all of us," Tyson said in the 1985 story. "Obviously, it's
been good to be Don Tyson."

Tyson, who worked closely with the company even after retiring as senior
chairman in 2001, also created and led the Tyson Family Foundation, which
provides scholarships for students in cities where Tyson Foods operates.

The company continued to grow in the late 1990s with Tyson's son, John R.
Tyson, serving as chairman of the board. In 1998, it acquired Hudson Food
and in 2001 it became the largest beef processor and second largest pork
processor with the acquisition of IBP, Inc. Annual revenues jumped from about
$7.5 billion to more than $24 billion.

John R. Tyson on Thursday credited his father with building the company.
"He was a true visionary who led Tyson Foods from a small regional chicken
company to a multibillion dollar food-processing enterprise," John R. Tyson

said in a statement. "He will be missed by everyone who knew him."

Also on Thursday, leaders around the state hailed him for his monumental
business achievements and his dedication to charity.

"He built a multibillion dollar international company - employing thousands -
out of a small family business in
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northwest Arkansas," U.S. Rep Tim Griffin said. "His business success and
record of philanthropy in Arkansas are legendary. Our thoughts and prayers
are with the Tyson family today."

University of Arkansas Chancellor G. David Gearhart called Tyson's death "an
immense loss."

"To all who knew him, he was a larger-than-life figure?a business pioneer, a
great philanthropist, and a dear friend," Gearhart said. "A self-made man, he



wasn't just a great Arkansas success story, he was a great American success
story. Our thoughts and prayers go out to his family. His vast and big-hearted
presence will be sorely missed."

Gov. Mike Beebe called Tyson "a business giant" who brought his company to
the top of its field and then made a point of supporting his community.

"As he reached higher and higher levels of success, he never forgot where he
came from, remaining a life-long Arkansan and generously giving back to his
community and our state," Beebe said in a statement. "Don will be greatly
missed."

His commitment to Arkansas included making sure the company headquarters
stayed in Springdale. That was where his father started it and Tyson told the
Associated Press in 1985 that it was where he wanted the business to remain.

"In 1930, this is as far as my dad could get," he said then. "You've got to be
someplace, so you might as well be someplace that's home."

A private family service has been planned with a public memorial service to be
scheduled at a later time, a Tyson spokesman said in a statement.
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Donald Tyson

January 21, 2023 at 02:29 PM

Don was my high school classmate, brilliant business man, great
community worker, loyal friend. His company has provided
employment for two of our children for many years. He will leave a
huge void in many areas.

January 11, 2011 at 12:00 AM
My deepest sympathy goes out to the family. My throughts and
prayers are with you.

January 11, 2011 at 12:00 AM
HOW WILL | MISS YOU, LET ME COUNT THE WAYS.......
YOU WERE A GREAT FRIEND AND A VERY SPECIAL PERSON.
WE ARE ALL VERY SAD TO LOOSE A LEGEND LIKE YOU.
OUR HEARTS GO OUT TO THE FAMILY AND FRIENDS. KNOW
THAT WE HAVE YOU IN OUR HEARTS AND PRAYERS.
KEEP ROCKIN.......

RONNIE HAWKINS AND FAMILY.

January 10, 2011 at 12:00 AM



Dear barbara,
| was deeply saden to here of Don's placeing. | hope thie next few

days finds you well with the sorrory you face.
David Stephens

January 08, 2011 at 12:00 AM

While Working for Tyson's since | was 16 ,and had my dad work
there and my brother. Then married to my wife and her dad work
there also. That's how we got started. Thanks to Mr. Don Tyson and
his visions.We the Westbrook &Gregory clan want to thank him and
the company.We are sorry for the loss ,we still have his visions to
look at.Sincerly Kendall&LesaGregoryWestbrook and Family!!

January 08, 2011 at 12:00 AM



My parents were Lee Troy and Pearl Reynolds my Dad was waiting
for a a kidney transplant and at the time he worked at the Egg
house but was not able to work and had no means off support |
remember this very well Don came to our house we lived across
from where the ball park is now in a little 3 room brown house he
told my Dad and Mom if you need groceries you make a list and call
Cleta at the office and give her the list or | will get someone to come
get it and we will make sure you have what you all need and you
live in this house rent free and anything else you need you just call
me. Well | am 58 years old now and [ still think of that just about
every day that is memories you do not ever forget. When my Dad
passed away Don came to my Mother and told her not to ever worry
about a place to live he would make sure she would always have a
house she could live in and that he did they were just a good hard
working class of people and Don gave back when they where at
there lowest of low. My Sister also worked as a switchboard
operater her name was Brenda Robbins at the time and Don helped
her out in so many ways | can not put them

on paper. He was so good to my Uncle Roy Phillips which worked
for Tyson 44 years also my Father-in-Law Olan "Red" Bowen at the
wrecker shop for years this is the precious memories | have of Don
Tyson . He will be missed.

God Bless You All

Charlene Bowen

January 08, 2011 at 12:00 AM



| was raised on Water Street in Springdale, just behind the Tyson's
office during the years of 1950 and early part of 1960. | began
working for Tysons as a chicken catcher, moved on in the company,
eventually retiring as Manager of the Tyson's hatchery in Lincoln in
1995. Tyson Foods provided a good life for me and my family and |
shall always remember how blessed | am for all the opportunities
provided by Mr. Don Tyson.
May the family find comfort and peace in God's love.

January 08, 2011 at 12:00 AM
GOD WORKED THROUGH DON TO FEED MANY! WE ARE ALL
THANKFULL FOR HIM AND HIS FAMILY. ARE PRAYERS ARE
WITH ALL OF THEM.

January 07, 2011 at 12:00 AM

my deepest sympathy to the family.
employee since 1984

January 07, 2011 at 12:00 AM

my condolences and sympathy to the family.
long term (20 years) employee at Chick N Quick in Rogers.

January 07, 2011 at 12:00 AM



