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Lonnie Harrison Barron, age 75, died on March 16, 2012 in Fayetteville
surrounded by his family. 

 

A memorial service will be held Tuesday at 11:00 a.m. at the First
Presbyterian Church in Springdale. 

 

Lonnie Harrison Barron was born on July 28, 1936 in Mena, Arkansas to
Florence Opal Harrison and Lonnie Dexter Barron. 

A 1954 graduate of Mena High School, he attended Arkansas Tech University
for two years before transferring to the University of Arkansas, Fayetteville. He
graduated with a Bachelor's Degree in Education in 1958 before completing
his Master's Degree in Education in 1961. 

 

Barron was an educator and coach in the Mena and Polk County area for 35
years. 

He started his coaching career in Cove, Arkansas in 1958, becoming the
junior high and senior high boys and girls basketball coach. In 1959, he
moved to Acorn Public Schools where he coached the junior high and senior
high boys teams and added elementary principal to his title. 

 



In 1963, he returned to his hometown Mena as head junior high basketball
and football coach, and served as an assistant coach for both senior high
teams. 

 

In 1969, Barron became head football coach at Mena, and over 16 seasons
compiled a 93-65-7 record highlighted by winning the 1976 Arkansas AA State
Championship as well as five District Championships. 

 

He was an assistant coach for the Arkansas Activities Association West All-
Star football team in 1972. He also coached baseball and track, winning two
additional District Championships and was the assistant principal at Mena
High School during his career. The Bearcat Stadium Fieldhouse was named in
his honor in 2006. 

 

In 1985, Barron retired from coaching and became a teacher and
administrator at Rich Mountain Community College in Mena before returning
to Mena Public Schools in 1988 as Superintendent. 

 

He retired as Superintendent in 1994 and moved to Northwest Arkansas to be
closer to his two sons. After serving on the city council for three years, Barron
was elected as the 10th mayor of Johnson, Arkansas in 2007 and served the
city for four years before retiring in 2011. 

 

Lonnie married the love of his life, Jane Ellison, on July 14, 1961 and they
enjoyed 50-plus wonderful years together. In his spare time, he enjoyed
collecting and restoring antique sporting goods and rarely missed attending a
Razorback sporting event after retiring to the Fayetteville area. 

 

Lonnie was always active in his church. He was a member and deacon of the
First Presbyterian Church in Mena for many years and taught Sunday school
there for over 25 years. He was also an active member and elder of the First



Presbyterian Church in Springdale. 

He is survived by his wife, Jane Ellison Barron of Johnson; son John David
Barron and wife Heather Barron of Fayetteville; son Mark Barron of Johnson;
and three grandchildren Peyton Barron, Drew Barron and Allison Barron of
Fayetteville. 

 

In lieu of flowers, donations may be sent to the Christian Education Fund of
the First Presbyterian Church in Springdale.
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January 21, 2023 at 02:29 PM

Lonnie Barron

May 29, 2013 at 05:01 PM

Our prayers are with you all. May you remember the wonderful time
you had with your father. 

  
Janie

March 27, 2012 at 12:00 AM

John David, Mark, Mrs. Barron, 
 I just wanted to let you all know that you are in my prayers. As I am

sure you know, Coach Barron had a tremendous influence on my
life. Thank you, to Coach Barron, for helping mold me as young
man. My hope is that I continue to pass on that influence to the
players I coach. Thank you for making a real difference in the lives
of so many.

March 20, 2012 at 12:00 AM

J D & Mark, so sorry for your loss. I never had the pleasure of
meeting your dad, but it sounds like he was such a great influence
in the lives of many. What a precious legacy. Your family will be in
my prayers.
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March 20, 2012 at 12:00 AM

Jane, J.D., Heather, and Mark, We're so sorry for your loss of your
husband and dad but also thankful we had the privilege to get to
know him a bit. Sending you all love and prayers. 

  
Jason and Rebecca

March 20, 2012 at 12:00 AM

Although I only knew Lonnie a few years, it seemed like I had
known him for a lifetime. Lonnie quickly became a very close friend.
I will greatly miss our friendship. Jane, I'm so sorry for you and your
family's great loss and please let me know if there is anything I can
do.

March 20, 2012 at 12:00 AM

Jane, you and your family are in our thoughts and prayers. Lonnie
was truly a wonderful person. He was a great person to talk with
and always had a great story to listen to. He was fun to be around
and will definitely be missed. We are fortunate we were able to get
to know him. 

 If there is anything we can do to help, please let us know.

March 19, 2012 at 12:00 AM

Jane Barron, Mark Barron, John, David, and Heather Barron and
children - Our thoughts and prayers are with you during this trying
time.
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March 19, 2012 at 12:00 AM

Dear Barron family, 
 Our Tyson family is grieving with you in the Homegoing of Lonnie.

He touched so many lives and now we are praying for God to touch
your hearts and bring you comfort during your loss. 
 
Praying for you and hurting with you. 
Dr. Larry Petton 

 Tyson Foods HQ Chaplain

March 19, 2012 at 12:00 AM

Prayers and thoughts are with the family in this time of sorrow.
Lonnie will be missed by the community.

March 18, 2012 at 12:00 AM

Dorothy and I are deeply saddened by the loss our dear friend
Lonnie. He left a great legacy to so many and had a positive
influence on the young people he led Our two boys had the privilege
of playing for him and they still quote him in their adult life with great
fondness. Our thoughts and prayers are with Jane and their family
at this time.


